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FOREWORD 

This paper is  the outcome of a conference of representatives of all the mis- 
' sionary  organizations of the  United  States which are conducting work in Korea 

(Japanese Chosen) with  several  eminent  laymen who  are  not connected with  these 
organizations and whose counsel was  sought because their  international  reputation 
and their  detachment from the  nlissionary  interests that  are immediately i~wolved 

fitted tl1enl to give dispassionate advice. These gentlemen highly approved  the course 
talcen by the 1':oarcls thus  far, and expressecl the opinion that  the appeal of the 
convicted Koreans  to  the Appellate Court was  desirable in the  interests of Iqoreans 
and Japanese alike. They also felt that while the reticence of the  Boards  had been 
most commendable, public interest  in the question had become so general  that  some 
statelncnt should now be macle in orcler that  the  point of view of the  Boards  might 
be more fully  understood  and that  certain  factors in the  sittlation might be  emplza- 
sized which woulcl correct some misapprehensions and aid in forming a public 
opiniml which woulcl not do injustice to the  various  parties that  are involved. The 
missionary  organizations referred to are : The Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Methodist  Episcopal Cl~urch, 150 Fifth Avenue,  New York, The Board of Mis- 
sions of the hTethorlist Episcopal Churcll,  South, 810 Broadway, Nashville,  Tenn., 
The Roarcl o f  Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian Clmrch in the U. S. A., 3.66 
Fifth  AVWLIC, New York, The Executive  Conmittee of Foreign  Missions of the 
:Presbyterian  Church  in the U. S. (South) , First National  Bank  Building, Nash- 

, ville, Tenn,, The Atslcrican Bible Society, Bible Flouse, New  York, and The Inter- 
national Committee of the Young Men's  Christian Association, 1% East 28th 
Street, New York. Tlw article  has been read  in  nlanuscript or proof by one or 
nlore Secretaries of each of these  organizations  and,  in  its  present form, embodies 
the changes which they suggested in the original text. This does not mean that tlw 
article has been officially adopted by their  Societies or that  any other Secretary 
woulcl have used precisely the same language. The article  is intendecl to be gen- 
erally representative of the position of tlw missionary  organizations ancl their 
constituencies :H the autl~or unc1crstanc:ls it ; but he accepts sole responsibility for 
'its scope and  form  and for any errors  or misllnderstanclings. He 1ya.s tried ta feel 
his way  through II very  large and conlplicated situation-a maze of conflicting 

I facts,  motives,  interests and prejudices,  affecting political, judicial,  educational, 
religious and racial problems, some of which are  international in scope ancl gravity. 
T:Tc can mt venture ta hopc: that he Ilas succeeded to  the full  satisfaction of any one 
else, as he  certainly has not succeeded to  his own. He therefore  not only expects 

. hut 11c will bc gratcful  for constructive  criticism  alike from American, Japanese: 
ant1 Korean sources. Hc only asks that  the  article be interpreted by the three 
cnnsiclerations whicll have rlctcrminecl his  point of view : First, cleel:, solicitude 

. for the sitmtion i n  Korea ; seconcl, a relationship to the  interests  affected  which 
creates a nmral obligation to discuss that situation ; third, belief that the Japanese 
Government and people earnestly desire to deal fairly with tlte Koreans so that WC 
n~ny confidently expect them to see that jnstice will evcnttmlly he clone. 



. ,  “THE KOREAN CONSPIRACY CASE” 

The  interest of the civilized world has been aroused by the difficulties that have 
. developed  in Korea (Japanese  Chosen) and which have culminated  in the  arrest, 

trial and conviction of a large  number of Korean  Christians on a charge of con- 
spiring to assassinate  Count  Terauchi, the  Governor General. The circumstances 
raise some grave  questions  in which western peoples are deeply concerned. I t  is 
true that from the viewpoint of international  law  and diplomatic intercourse, 
these questions primarily  relate  to Japan’s treatment of her own subjects;  but it is 
also true that it may be said of nations, as of individuals, that “none of US liveth 
to himself.” Manlcind has passed the stage  where  it is indifferent to  what any 
Government cloes to a subject race. The course of the Belgians in the Congo Free 

A State,  the  French in Madagascar, the Americans i n  the  Philippines, the  British it1 
India and the Japanese in Korea,  is of international  concern. We freely recognize 
the right of other peoples to discuss  OLI^ treatment of the Filipinos, and that  the 
Japanese recognize the right of others  to discuss  their  methods in Korea  is shown 
by tllc excellent reports which they have publisl~ed in English and by the Bureau 
o f  Informatian which they maintain in New York. 

Various accounts and interpretations of the  present trouble in Ihrca  have 
Lce11 published, some of t1v.m quite unjust and incorrect, but others  giving a fairly 
accurate gcneral inlpression. The Boards of Missions  have received a large amotml; 
of information from reliable sotlrccs, but they were slow to malce any  public  state- 
ment, for their rule is not to rush  into print in stlch cases. As for our own Gov- 

, ernment, we have not asked it t o  act 1101- have we ever  thought of doing so. It 
lias indeed  been urged that  the  treaty between the  United  States and Korea pro- 
vitlccl that “if othcr Powers deal zmjustly or oppressively with either  Government, 
the other w i l l  cxert their good offices, on being infornlecl of the case, to bring  about 
a11 alnicable arrallgement,”  and  that  although Japan, in promulgating the  treaty of 
an~~cxation, acccmpanied it with a declaration that  the  treaties concluded by Korea 
with foreign Powers ceased to be bincling, this  treaty  has  never been specifically 
abrogated by the  United  Statcs. This  is a rather cloubtful and technical quesitio,tl 
c l f  international law which has been nmde extremely shadowy by the practical 
acqt~icscencc o F ille ilmericm Goverlmatt in the Japanese  annexation of Korea. 
Apart Irrm this, 11owc‘ver, there are many precedents for  remanstrance in 
the pr’otcsts which J-hglaml and Amcrica have madc at various tirnes in  
bcllalf o f  strhjcct pcoplcs, as for example, the Armenians,  the Congo tribes, 
and  now rccently the Puttmaya Indians of Peru. Morcovcr, the rights of 
Atncrican citizens arc involved in Korea in that  they  have been implicated in  a con- 
spiracy against a foreign  government and deniecl opportunity  to clear themselves 

I of an accusation which seriously jeopardizes  their  standing and the  interests which 
they llave lawftllly acquired. D L I ~  the  Mission Boards from the beginning have 
handled the pending  question  from the viewpoint not only of profound concern 
for the situation in Korea but of absolnte confidence that the  Government and 
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people of Japan intended to do what was right. ancl Lhat they  could be relied up011 i 
to do it. Independently, therefore, of tkc question whether our Government would : ar 
be likely to  intervene between the  Government of Japan  and  its Icorean  subjects, 10; 
the Boards did not deem it wise to ask the  Department  of  State to deal  with a WC 
matter which, at  its  present stage, should be talcen up with the Japanese them- Pr 
selves. As friends of Japan for many years and with a knowledge of its people i m' 
acquired by half a century's  missionary work i n  it, WC were  not willing to asSmne ' 

ch that  its Government had  ordered or would approve such a course as its genclarmes . 
seem to have adopted in Korea. We regarded  the  Japanese officials as intel- au 

sic 
ligent and fair-mincled 111e11 w110 would be more apt  to hatxllc the  matter effectively Cf 
if  they were not embarrassed by pressure from another  Government, whose juris- no 
diction they would hardly admit in a matter of this kind. We tlxrefol-e went 911 
directly to the Japanese  Embassy in Washington and tallced the  matter over in  thc im 
freedom of personal conversai;ion, first with h4r. Masamo FIanillara, First Secre- 
tary and at that  time (February, IKI.2), Chargé  d'Afhires, and Iater  with 1 3 s  
Excellency Viscount Chinda, the newly-appointed Amhassador.  They received u s  
most cordially? as we expected t l ~ c m  t o  do, and tlw conununications that, we seilt 
in writing were promptly acknawledged. The A1dxtss:dor has slmwn clcep in- 
terest in the matter cver since his  arrival. He is an able ancl broad-n~intled ctiplolnat, 
one of the best types of the moclern Japanese. I-IC could, of course, only accept 
our statements for  transmission to Tokyo, ancl in turn  transmit  to 11s thc replies 
that were sent to him by the Japanese authorities i n  Korea through the I?orcign 
Office in Tokyo, ancl suggest that, as the n~atter was in ~ J ~ C M X S S  of adjuclication by 
the propel-  legal tribunals, it would be necessary to await the result.  Finally, we 
felt that we lm1 done all that was practicable in this way. Conditions in Korea 
grew worse and became public through  other channels, as was inevitable in  this 
age of travellers, telegraphs a11d newspapers. Now WC must deal with a rising 
public sentiment throughout  the country, ancl face  insistent  questions fro111 our 
constituencies and the general public tvhicll we can 110 longer avoid. It appc;tts 
wiser to  state  our views in this full md opcn way and to send copits directly to the 
Japanese Ambassador in Washington as well as to others, rather than to attempt i c )  
state them in  many letters and interviews which woulcl he ~~ecessnrily  fragmentary 
and liable to misconstruction. 

We cannot be indifferent to the grave international  consequences  which may 
be entailed. The Japanese are justly sensitive to the public opinion of the western 
world. The respect and synlpathy of  the  British and American peoples found 
frequent expression in  the  press of the two  countries  during the Russia-Japan 
War and were a national  asset which thc  Japanese I~igldy prized. Anti-Japaneec 
feeling in America has been  chiefly confined to certain classes on the Pacific Coast 
and to politicians who have catered to their votes. T t  will be a serious  thing, and 
one which may profoundly affect tlle relations of America. and Japan, if this anti- 
Japanese element is re-enforced by the millions of intelligent  Americans who arc 
interested in the  large  missionary  work in Korea and wlm, whether directly relatcd 
to it or not, have conle to  regard  the Koreans as r?. discour:ged peoplc who arc now 
passing through a trying  transition period and  who should receive considerate 
treatment. 
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Upon . The Mission Boards have not  approached  the question from  the viewpoint of 
Tol1lcl anti-Japanese feeling. It is  the  unvarying policy of the Boards and their  Missions 
iects, ' loyally to accept the constituted governments of the  countries  in which mission 
it11 a i work is carried on, to do everything in their power to keep the missionary  enter- 

:; prise free  from political movements, to avoid any  interference  with a govern- 
ment or its  courts of justice  in  the  exercise of their  lawful functions, and to take 
up any question of relationship to a government, not through  the  diplomatic 
channels  of the American Government at Washington,  but directly with the 
authorities of the Government concerned, as was done in this case by the mis- 
sionaries in Korea  and by the  Boards  in America. If men who call themselves 
Christians are  justly accused  of crime, the Missions and the Boards  not only have 
no desire to defend them but believe that they should receive the  proper conse- 
quences of their acts. We saw long ago that  the independence of Korea  was 
impossible and that  the only practical question was whether  Russia or Japan 
should rule the country. Americans generally believed that  it would be better both 
for Korea and for  the world that  Japan should dominate, and while the.  Boards of 
course remained neutral  during  the  War, when Japan was victorious they  freely 
used whatever influence they had with the  Koreans  to induce them to accept the 
inevitable. Our opinions on this subject are on record in books and printed  reports 
and articles. Moreover, all the Boards that have missions in Korea also have mis- 
sions in Japan, which  they  deem quite as important as their  work  in  Korea.  They 
realize that,  the ill will  of the Government would be a heavy handicap to  their  work 
in both Korea  and Japan. They  therefore  have  strong motives of self-interest as 
well as grounds of sentiment and conviction for maintaining friendly relations 
with the Japanese. 

The situation is a complicated one, and we should do the Japanese the justicc 
of attempting to understand their position. Korea is the most exposed part of the 
Japanese Empire,  and the one regarding which the Japanese are most sensitive. 
Close to  the Russian base at Vladivostok, bordering  Manchuria and only  a  few 
hours by steamer from the Chinese port of  Clnefoo, it would be the  danger zone in 
case  of international complications. It is to the  present advantage of Russia and 
Japan to work together, and it is earnestly to be hoped that the present relations of 
,amity may continue; but the fundamental causes of the Russia-Japan War 
still exist. There  are many who believe that  Russia will not permanently 
acquiesce  in a situation which denies her  an ice-free port on the open Pacific Ocean, 
and that sooner or later  Japan will have to fight again. It is equally clear  that if 
Japan should become  embroiled with China, or with any western power,'  Korea 
wotlld be the battle gromd, as it has been in every war that Japan  has  ever waged. 
The  attitude of the  Koreans  therefore  is of vital importance to the Japanese. 
While they are not strong from , a  military point of  view, thirteen millions of 
sullen, embittered people  between a Japanese army and its foreign foe, or at the 
rear of a Japanese army  at  the front, would be a  serious menace. 

' In these circumstances, there are naturally two opinions among the  Japanese 
tt:cd ' as to the best method of treating  the  Koreans. The civil party believes that a 
~nw ~ humane and enlightened policy  is not only the best for the  Koreans  but the best 
:at< I for  the Japanese, as  it would conciliate a people who have for centuries  feared 

,- and distrusted the Japanese and would tend to bind them to their new rulers. The 
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military party believes that the Koreans should be ruled with an iron hand, and 
SO thoroughly cowed that they will never dare  to assert themselves against the 
Japanese. The words civil and military are not entirely accurate as descriptive 
terms. Some civilians advocate the stern policy and some amy officers the 
humane; but, broadly speaking, the terms serve to indicate the line of cleavagc 
between the two parties. 

The military party governed Korea immediately after the Russia-Japan War, 
and its inexorable methods, together with the  brutality and greed of a swarm of 
Japanese adventurers who came over to exploit the helpless country, were fast 
reducing the people  to the desperation of despair. Civil government was then 
established under Prince Ito. Under his wise and statesmanlike administration, 
many needed reforms were inaugurated. Some of the indolent and careless 
Koreans resented the effort to arouse them from  their lethargy, compel thFm to 
obey sanitary regulations, and to work as they had  never worked before; but the 
Japanese were right, and the substantial benefits of their policy soon became so 
apparent  that the better class of Koreans began to recognize them and  the country 
appeared to be entering upon an era of peaceful prosperity. The American mis- 
sionaries were  outspoken in praise of Prince Ito's policy and did everything in 
their power to influence the Koreans to accept it as the best for the country. 
Prince Ito's sLuxessor, Viscount Sone, continued this wise  policy. After an aclmin- 
istration which  was shortened by illness,  he  was  succeeded in August, 1910, by the 
present Goverilor General,  Count Terauchi. He is an army officer of high rank 
and was formerly Minister of War i n  Tokyo. He is a soldier by temperament as 
well as by profession, an able executive and was believed to hold  just and moderate 
views and to be disposed to continue the enlightened  policy of his predecessors. 

Two events,  however,  induced him to listen to the more extreme party, which 
was headed by  General Akashi, Commander of the Gendarmerie. The first was a 
vendetta of assassination. In March, 1908, Mr. D. W. Stevens, American Adviser 
on Foreign Affairs of the Japanese in Korea, was shot in San Francisco by a 
Korean who claimed to be a  Protestant. In October, 1909, Prince Ito, Korea's 
greatest  benefactor among the Japanese, was assassinated in Harbin by a Korean 
who had been a Roman  CathoIic. The following month, twenty-one Koreans, 
eighteen of whom were said to be Christians, attempted to kill the  Prime Minister 
of Japan, who was visiting Korea. These deplorable occurrences doubtless 
brought Count Terauchi to  Korea with the conviction that he  would have 
to deal with desperate  men and with the suspicion that such men were 
trying to shelter themselves in the Christian Church. The second event 
was the growth of revolutionary sentiment in varions parts of Asia  anti 
particularly in China. Every throne felt its effects and the nlillds of sonle 
Ih-eans were stirred with  new hope that they, too, might inaugurate  a successfI11 
revolt, pathetic as such a hope seem to 11s. The  party which favored stern  treat- 
ulent of the Koreans made the most of these events. They vehemently argued tllat 
the fate of  Prince It0 showed the futility of a conciliatory  policy and  that if Japan 
did not  want to have a revolution cm its hands, it must adopt stich sternly repressive 
measures that  the Koreans would learn once for all that Japan wouId not brooic 
opposition. Like men of the same type in Europe and America, the Japanese 
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we llad no fears  for nzissioll work when Korea was annexed by Japan. A distinction= 
however, rnust now be observed between the Japanese conception of Christianity 
ancl the  Japanese conception of the Church as an organization. In Japan, there is 
no hostility to the  Church because it is composed of Japanese, some of them of 
high rank, ancl it  is controlled by them, The missionaries co-operate with -the 
Church, but they have little or no voice in its ‘management. In  Korea, however, 
the  Ckurch  is not only much larger  than  in Japan,  numbering, with enrolle.3 
catechumens, about 250,000, but it is of course composed of Koreans. The 
Japanese desire to control everything within their dominions, as foreign business 
m e n  have learned  to  their cost. This  is particularly true  in  Korea,, where they 
cleem it necessary to their  plans  to be absolute masters. Now the Japanese 
see in tlze Korean ChLwches numerous and powerful organizations of their 
subjects which they do not control. They observe the  devotion of the people to 
the, Church, a devotion almost unparalleled elsewhere. The life of the Korean was 
singularly empty and  forlorn  before  Christianity came to him. When he h e a r d  
the Gospel preaclxd, he eagerly accepted it and found in  its services inspirations. 
ancl companionships that he had never before known. He can say with Paul : 
“For me to live is Christ.” When he has a dispute with his brother Christian, he 
remembers the New Testament question : “Dare any of you having a m a t t e r  
against his neighbor go to law before  the  unrighteous  and  not before the saints F’ 
So he takes his case, not to  the Japanese policeman or magistrate, but to his pastor 
or the missionary. This leaves the  Japanese official with little to do and forces 
him ta see the  life of the people,  whom he is supposed to govern, go on witlmut 
him. A Japanese town of 8,000 inhabitants probably has  one or  two hundred 
Christians. The church edifice is ‘a comparatively small building and the congre- 
gations  are largely outnumbered by Buddhist or secular gatherings. But of the 
8,000 inhabitants of the  Korean town of Syen Chyun, where the present trouble 
first became acute, about half are Christians, while the  adjacent villages are alsa 
largely Christian.  The clmrch and  the mission schooI are  the largest and most 
conspicuous buildings in the place. There  are no Buddhist temples and no secular 
attractions which  can draw more than a few score persons. Congregations oi 
Christians, however, tl1rong the C11urch with 1,200 or 1,500 Koreans several times 
on Sundays, and the mid-week prayer meetings are attended by from 700 to 
1,000. Similar conditions prevail in many other  towns  and villages. Presbyterians 
alone report 60,736 Christians, incltiding enrolled adherents, in Syen Chyun and 
Pyeng Yang (Japanese  Heijo) and their  tributary villages. As the Japanese 
police note the nlultitudes of Christians flocking to the clmrches, they irritably 
wonder why these Christians meet so often and what they are doing. Spies are 
sent to find out. Imperious as Russian police in hunting, political agitators a m o n g  
students, eager to obtain the rewards which are believed to be bestowed upon the 
police who are most successful in ferreting  out  treason, and unfamiliar w i th  
Christian terminology, their suspicions are aroused as they hear the great congre- 
gations sing with fervor such hymns as : 

“Onward,’  Christian Soldiers, 
Marching as to War !” 
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of to  the church school, the timid Korean is apt  to conclude that he  is  in danger of 
punishment if he does not heed what he regards as  a  mandate; and when SO many 
of the teachers and pupils of the mission  schools were among those who were 
arrested,  the conclusion appeared to be  justified.  To-day, the whole extensive 
system of church primary schools  in Korea is in jeopardy, and, rightly or wrongly, 
many Koreans believe that if they identify themselves with the church, they will 
incur  the displeasure of the police. 

Th.e influence of the American nlissionaries over the Korean  Christians is 
another difficulty from, the viewpoint of the Japanese. Whatever  may be the 
hostile  attitude of the  lower police officials and the unprincipled  vendors of 
morphine and panderers of vice, intelligent  Japanese  thoroughly  respect  the 
missionaries. They know them to be Christian  gentlemen of the  best  type, 
who  are  devoting  their lives to unselfish labor  for  the  Korean people. It would 
be easy- to fill pages  with  testimonies of Japanese of high  rank to  the character 
and  work of the missionaries.  Many  Japanese  would agree  with  the  traveller 
who  recently  wrote from Korea : “Here  has been wrought  one of the  greatest 
Christian  accomplishments in the: world’s history. The lives of the Americans 
who have accomplished this  great  work  are  an open book. 1 hold no brief for 
the missionary. But I have  seen  much of the work  being  done  here  and I know 
the men  who  are doing it.  Picture  to yourself the saintliest  man of your 
acquaintance-the man whose  character is so far above  reproach that no man 
has  ever questioned it even in his own mind ; the man who, filled with  the  spirit 
of Christianity, lives his religion every  day of his  life;  the  man  who  asks nothing 
else but  opportunity  to devote  all his  talents  and all  his  energies to unselfish 
labor  in  his Master’s service. Think of that man, and you have the American 
missionary  in  Korea as I know  him to be.” The Japan  Advertiser  editorially 
referred to  this opinion and added:  “We do not believe these  statements will 
be  gainsaid  by unprejudiced critics.,” 

Just because  of this character, the Korean Christians look up to  the mis- 
sionaries  with  an affection and respect  bordering upon veneration. When they 
were  ignorant, depressed and  superstitious,  the missionaries brought  them 
knowledge  and hope, liberated  them  from  the  fear of demons,  ministered to 
their sick in hospitals, taught  their children  in schools, visited the poor, com- 
forted  the dying, and preached to all the people  “good tidings of great :joy.,’ 
And the simple-hearted  Koreans,  temperamentally  affectionate and responsive 
to a high degree,  gladly  ,responded to  the message and  gave to  the men  and 
women who  brought  it an unstinted  measure of devotion. The missionaries 
are  the  great men in Korea. While they cannot control the political activities of 
the  hundreds of thousands of Korean. Christians, they  have, as we have seen,  used 
their  great influence to induce the  Koreans to acquiesce in Japanese ruIe. Indeed, it 
has  often been  said that if it had not been for  the missionaries, a revolution woul(1 
have  broken  out when  Korea was annexed to Japan. The Japanese  fully 
appreciate this;  but they are restive  under  a  situation  in  which  foreigners 
apparently  have  power  to  make or unmake a revolution among  their. owrl 
subjects.  Japanese  national  pride  demands  Japanese  supremacy  withill 
Japanese territory. A Japanese official who sees himself overshadowed by an 
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American missionary  is  more or less unconsciously jealous and is apt to feel 
that such preeminence is prejudicial to  the  interests of Japan and that in some 
way it  must be broken. It is clear that  the missionaries are not to be blamed 
for this situation.  On  the  contrary, it is a high tribute  to  their  worth. W e  
cannot  tell tllcm to  act so badly that  they will forfeit the  respect of the Korean 
Christians. But  it  is  equally clear that the missionaries and Boards must consider 
the viewpoint of the Japanese and do what they can to meet it. 

’Mre do not  insist that all of the several  hundred  American  missionaries in 
Korea Izave lxen wholly without  fault. In  the  midst  of a frightened and 
helpless  people, seeing what tlwy believe to be severity and injustice, anxious 
for the churches and schools which represent  the  toils of many years, they 
cannot reasollably be expected to act as if they were deaf and dumb. Let  it be 
concecled that some of them llave contributed  heat as well as light to the qucs- 
t i m  under  consideration. Eut the armchair critic ten  thousand miles away 
may discreetly ask himself whether he would not have acted  worse than they 
have. As a mattcr of fact, the missionary body as a whole has acted with 
renmktble moderation, dignity and self-restraint. They may need to be 
cautionecl ancl advised by men to wham distance can give  greater calmness of 
judgment;  but such caution ancl advice they have not only  shown themselves 
willing to receive but  they  have  earnestly sought tlmn. It is not true, as some 
Japanesc newspapers llave alleged, that the missionaries in Korea arc anti- 
Japanese. h t  i l  those papers l~clievc it to be true, let them ask themselves 
why approximately  three  hundred  American,  English,  Canadian and  Australian 
missionaries, who t h e e  years ago defencled and frequently  praised the course 
o f  the Japanesc in Korea, now fccl distressed by the  Japanese  policy and atti- 
tude. Thc inff uential Japanesc editor of “The Fukuin Shinlpo,” Tokyo, while 
suggesting that “the foreign lnission:-u-ics in Korea seem to he n~ovccl by various 
baseless imaginations resttlting from a nlistxnderstanding of the facts,” candidly 
adds : “Nevertheless, there is probably  material for reflection and improvement in 
the causcs ancl cotlditions  which have stirred their minds to such a degree and a 
prompt investigation wor.dtl  benefit the Some  allowance may be made 
for the lact timt :.ll)uscs call be fomd in  every land, and that in the tense feclitlg 
that l m  nuw devclopecl in  Korea, men 011 both  sides are apt to be more emphatic 
in their statements tl1a11 r m n  at a distance inay  deem  juclicious. Rut  the existence 
of such an Lmfortunatc state of nlind is a fact not  only to be deprecated but 
t o  tre accountcrl for. S o n ~ o  o f  11s personally know many of the missionaries. 
W C  llave visitctl them from a t~e  cnd o f  Korea  to the other, lzave seen their work. 
been in their honlcs and frccly counselled  with  them, and we can testify to their 
wisdom and single-hearted devotion. So careful bave they been  to avoid circulating 
reports of the doings of Japarlese gendarmes that they hardly ever mentioned them 
i11 their letters until many nmntfis had passed. To this clay, large numbers of  mis- 
sionaries have sent no&ing to their ßoards about the troubles. This may be partly 
clue to t h  belief that their letters are opened by the Japanese, but it is due in larger 
part to their reluctance to criticise the Japanese except when forced to do so by 
their immediate relation to specific cases of injustice. Aside from a few 
officia1 letters  that werc sent  directly to the Japanese and some confidential 
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without t h l ,  that t’hrcc were reported to I~ave died as a  result of torture and 
ilnprisomcnt, a d  that about twenty had been released, a total of 157. 

T h c  character of the accused men is significant. Here were no criminal 
types ,  no h s c r  elements of the population,  but men of the highest  standing, 
long :tnd itltitrwtely known to the missionaries as Koreans of faith and purity 
of life ancl conspicuous for their good influence  over  tlleir people. TWO were 
Cong-rrRationalists, six Methodists, and eighty-nine  Presbyterians. Of the 
I:’reshytcri:ins, five wcrc pastors of cl~urches, eight  were  elders,  eight deacons, 
ICXI lcadcrs of village groups of  Christians, forty-two baptized church members, 
ancl thirteen catcc~~umexzs. AI1 but  one of the  Presbyterians were from the 
Sycn Chyun ancl Fyeng  Yang station churches. The Rev. Dr. W. W. Pinson, 
of Nashville, Tenn., who  attended  part of the trial  in Seoul, wrote  August 29th: 
“One of thc striking things  about  this  body of prisoners is’its personnel. If 
OIIC is herc looking for weak ancl cringing cowards or brazen desperadoes, he 
will be disappointed. Instead, he will see men erect,  manly,  self-respecting 
m d  intslligcnt. There are many faces tl~at bear the marks of unusual strength 
ant1 nsldity of character. As a whole, thcy are a body of men of far better 
quality than one would expect to see in the same number of men anywhere in 
this country, T h e  gendarmes  have thrust their sickle in among the tallest 
whcat, These men do not belong  to the crimilla1 or irresponsible class of 
society. Most of them are Presbyterians trained after the  strictest  sect of the 
Shorter Catechism. These are not the type of men to  be guilty of such a plot 
as that with which they arc charged. They are too intelligent. They might 
be capable of a desperate venttzre for a great catm, but they could not possibly 
undertake anything idiotic.” 

It is about as diffictdt for  those who know them to believe that any such 
number of Christian  ministers,  elders  and  teachers Ilad committed  crime as it  
wodd he for the people of New Jersey to believe that the faculty, students and 
1ac:~I clergy sf Princeton  were  conspirators and assassins. Baron Yun Chi Ho, 
who was later  charged  with behg a ringleacler of the conspiracy, was in Amer- 
ica at the time of the  assassination of Prince Ito. 13e was the guest of Bishop 
Candler, who was formerly President of the college at which Baron Yun Chi 
110 was eclucatecl. In the freedom of persona1 conversation  with his host, the 
I3aron expressed the utmost horror of the deed and ejaculated with every evi- 
dence of distress: “Such efforts will not help my country.” We do not profess 
to know all that  the people of Korea may have said or thought. Some of the 
younger inen may have talked with that injtldícious valor of speech  which clmac- 
terizes young men in many lands ; nor is it inconceivable that a Christian may hold 
political opinions at variancc with those of his rtllers ancl deem it his patriotic duty 
to try to overthrow an alien government. Most nations have had such men. The 
history of England,  France, Germany, Russia, Italy, the United States as well as 
of Japan itself abounds i n  accounts of revolutionary nmvcments and the convul- 
sions of civil wars. If stich things could OCCUI- in these larger and stronger nations, 
it is not incredible that they sl~oultl be thotrgllt of in Korea. Inctced some Japanese 
have frankly admitted  that if the  &mans llave plotted against Japan, they have 
dorlc only what Japanese would (lo in similar circumstances and that Japanese who 

53 

I 





Koreans wem given. Dr. Charles W. Eliot of I3arvard University, who recently 
visited Korea and Japan,  permits me to quote the following from his letter  to 
me of September 4th, 1912 : 

“After I got: to Tokio, and while the preliminary investigation was still  going on, I had 
several conversations with eminent Japanese about the treatment of the accused  Christian 
Koreans. The two points I endeavored to make  were, first, that no American would believe on 
any Korean evidence that a single American missionary was in the slightest degree concerned 
with the alIeged conspiracy; and secondly, that the Japanese preliminary police investigation 
ought to be modified, and particularly, that counsel for the defense ought always to be present 
during. all stages of Ehe preliminary investigation. Counsel for the defense might or might 
not talce part in the proceedings, but should invariably be present. I represented that  the 
standing of Japan among Western nations would be improved by judicious modifications of 
her preliminary proceedings against alleged criminals.” 

Japan  wishes to be considered  one of the  most  advanced  nations of the 
~ d d ,  and if it expects to be regarded as such, it  should so amend its crkinal 
law that it can  withstand  criticism  that is based, not on a technical  difference of 
methocl but on that essential  justice  which mankind has come to demand even 
for the lowest of men. 

But ‘the  trial of the accmccl Koreans did not conform even to the require- 
ments of present  Japanese  law. The counsel for the defence  has doubtless 
bascd the appeal to the Appellate Court on .errors  pon whose validity I am not 
qualified to pass. But  the  verbatim  reports of the  trial make three errors 
patent even to a layman. 

First: The testimony of the  accused’ men was not  fairly  interpreted  to 
the Judges, wl~o did not understand the Korean language. Several foreign 
spectators, wlm h e a d  the testimony in open court and who are conversant 
with the language, affirm that  the  court  interpreter  translated only parts of the 
testimony  and  either  omitted many of the accounts of torture or used mislead- 
ing words like “pressure” or “~~l~l~il~c111es.s” so that the Judges did not get a correct 
idea of what  the Koreans  said. When the lawyers  for the defence  brought 
this  fact to the attention of the presiding Judge, he  said that it “was of no con- 
sequence,” 

Second : Counsel for the defence were not permitted to produce witnesses 
who could have testified to alibis. A pastor was  accused by the Judge of 
attending a treasonable  meeting at  a given place and time  when scores of 
persons cottld llave testified that IIC was conducting  public  evangelistic meet- 
311gs in another town. Other prisoners were prepared to  prove  that  they were 
yre:dling or  attending relig-iuus mcetings of various kinds  in places far 
removecl from those where they wcrc charged by the police with  plotting 
assassination. Two foreign Irrofcssors in the Pyeng Yang College were ready 
to swear  that Pastor Kil’s son was in college on the date that his accusers 
falsely swore that he was in h i  Ju. nut the Court overruled every effort to 
secure the admission of such testimony. 

Third : The verdict was 1,asecl on thc alleged confessions of the prisoners 
in the preliminary  examinations. The value of these “confessions” may be 
estimated by three facts : l:irst, they  were  obtained  in secret examinations by 
police who had not shown that they  were  overburdened by compassion and 
~ v 1 m  11x1 strong personal motives  for  making  out a case that wot~ld justify 
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It is not wo m u h  to say that the trial of this case has been attended  with  most careloss 
a h t i o n  of the  evidace which is a very important factor in determining the truth of 
offences alleged. In a case of so much importance as this no possible efforts should been 
spared to de &e  accused and the public thoroughly satisfied with  the  conduct of the trial, 
not so much for  the sake of the prisoners themselves as  for the credit and dignity of the 
iudiuary of Japan, especially  in  view of the fact that there  are SO many people at present on 
the watch to find flaws in the administrative methods of the  Govemment-kneral. The. Court 
placed too much credence in the confessions of the accused and displayed a surprising callous- 
ness as regards the investigation of evidence. For, as  regards  the  summoning of witnesses, it 
was confined to one railway official who was interrogated as to  the  number of passengers at 
those stations where the plot was to have been put into effect. The Court  had  utterly rejected 
the proposal for summoning the Inspector General of the Police who  had  such close connection 
with the previous confessions of the prisoners in which the CouTt insisted on putting SO much 
faith. 

"It need not be said that the mental horizon of the  judiciary is very narrow  and  that they 
can.hardly  see an important case in its clear and  far-reaching light. Those who have had 
occasion to study the attitude of the judiciary will acknowledge that they know things Korean 
well but little of what is going on in Japan proper and  that they were  too nzuch awed by the 
dignity of the GoverIlment-General to remember the inviolable sanctity of  the judicial  author- 
ity. They seemed to take little note of the serious effect which their  arbitrary carelessness 
ahout important details is bound to exercise upon the dignity of the home country  and  the 
policy of the central Government. The  life of the  Governor  General is a precious  thing, ne 
doubt, but since the case is  one of attempted murder of an individtlal, it is after all the question 
of a private man and without  any serious political significance. That  the  Court deliberately 
involved in the  affair many  young  people of sl1allow thotlgllts and weak characters and deaIt 
with them in  such a summary manner must make one question  which is  the  more important 
of the two, the safety of the Governor General or the judicial authority of the Empire. 

"If the confessions of the prisoners made in the course of the policc examinations were, 
absolutely authentic, minor failings in the conduct of the public trial might  have been passed 
over: hut there was something in these confessions that w a s  very suspicious. The danger of 
basing. judgment solely upon the confessions of the accused is universally  acknowledged and 
!-et the Korean Court was exclusively guided by the confessions of the accused  in establishing 
their guilt. According to the opinion of experts their confessions  were a mixture of truth 
and lies, which is probably a correct estimate. 

"A11 this prejudice and narrow-minded dealing of the Court was due undoubtedly to the 
fact  that the Court had too much fear of the Government-General to assert  the  true dignity 
and inviolability of the judicial administration." 

Foreigners  therefore should not imagine that  they are alone in questioning 
the justice of present Japanese methods in Koka  and they may be the more 
encouraged to hope that  the Japanese themsefves will in time  rightly settle 
the questions at isstx. We  may count upon a healthy public sentiment among a 
large number of Japanese who are as desirous as any one that a just decision should 
be reached and who do  not hesitate to censure wrong doing. We are inclined to 
believe that the high-minded Japanese of our acquaintance are as grad as we are 
that on October 1st the  condemned men appealed to the Appellate Court so that the 
Japanese will have opportunity to vindicate their  true position. 

We regret that some American  Christians  are  circulating  petitions t o  the 
Emperor of Japan, praying him to  grant  amnesty  to the condemned .men. 
Such petitions are apt to be interpreted as implying an admission of guilt, as 
transferring their protest from the plane  of justice to .that of mercy, and as 
identifying  Christian missions with  the defence of crime. We are not asking 
consideration for the accused Korean Christians because we believe them to be 

20 



guilty, but because we believe that their guilt has not been reasonably estab- 
lished. W e  are therefore not imploring pardon, but urging thorough investi- 
gation. If the Koreans are guilty as charged, they should be punished. We 
may  be  sorry  for them and lament their awful blunder and pathetic lack of 
judgment. We may even  continue to respect  them as honest and -patriotic 
men who sought their  country’s  independence  in  the only way that immemorial 
tradition had taught them when so hopelessly overmatched for open battle. 
Admiral Alfred T. Mahan, in a letter to  me on this subject, writes, and I quote 
of course with his permission: 

. . . “There is no inherent improbability in  the assertion that a number of Koreans, 
even though Christians, are conspiring against the Japanese Government. That any number of 
natives should combine to throw off a foreign yoke may be wholly admirable; and few, cer- 
tainly not I, would condemn the bloodshed that might follow on such a course. Political 
assassination in such a cause now stands on a different footing; but tfiis point of view is a 
recent acquisition of even European civilization. I am not wholly sure on what ground it can 
be condemned logically, as compared with open war, except (1) the treachery involved and (2) 
the proved general inutility of such  deeds. The Christianity of Korea is less thama century 
old. Christianity cl~anges the heart, but it does not at once nor speedily change the nature. 
The conflict  between nature and grace is perennial. The Korean nature remains necessarily 
Korean and Oriental, and Christianity has not yet had for  it the centuries that have made its 
leaven work through  the nations of Europe and America. The result is seen in Japan, which 
has adopted European external methods, but with what little effect is demonstrated by the 
procedures in the trials, if the  accomt be substantially correct. The suspicion excited by 
Korean Christian gatherings is not only natural, but has  been characteristic of the attitude of 
non-Christian governments from the time of Rome.  Sometimes it  has been well grounded, as 
in the English Roman Catholics in the days of Elizabeth and James I. Men bound together 
by the close sympathies of vital religion are in a state very favorable to combination for other 
objects, as for instame patriotic, . . . though I do not mean, uf course, to imply any 
belief on m y  own part in such a conspiracy.” 

All would agree, however, that i f  men conspire to kill their rulers,  they must 
be prepared  to accept the consequences, whether those consequences prove to be 
reward or punishment. If anmesty is granted, it should be voluntarily extended blr 
the clemency of the  Emperor and not demanded as a right by people of another 
country. The mission Boards  cannot ally themselves with an effort to shield politi- 
cal offenders from a lawful sentence. But are tHe condemned Korean Christians 
really  guilty?  Have  the  Churches of Korea become “hotbeds of revolutionary 
sentiment” so that  the police were  justified in dealing with them so harshly? 
We believe that these things have  not  yet  been  fairly  determined by Japanese 
Iaw, ancl that Mr. Ogawa was right when he said that the methods adopted by 
the Japanese  gendarmes  and inferior Judges thus far have virtually placed 
Japan on trial  before  the civilized world. 

The ptlblished  statement of Count  Terauchi,  Sept. 7th; indicates  that he is 
keenly  sensitive  to  the  fact  that the situation  has  attracted an attention  which 
calls for explanation and defense. Some of his observations are just and merit 
thoughtftd  consideration; but it is to be  regretted  that  the statement as a whole 
i,ndicates that he sees nothing more in the  matter  than  “false” and “malicious 
accusations  against  the officials of the  Empire” ,and the dissatisfaction of the 
Korean who  “has not as yet fully awakened to the needs and improvements of 
this day” and who “believes his  personal rights are being infringed upon” 
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“when  civilization attempts  to  improve  his condition.” This  is  not a hopeful 
attitude. It is curious to  read  Count Terauchi’s declaration that  he Ilas made 
“the  most  careful  inquiry among the officers of the  military  secret  service and 
the police.” In  other  words, he asked  the  real  offenders  whether  they had done 
the things of which they were accused, and when they virtL1ousIy said  that t b r  
had not, he seriously informs  the world that the  charges  have been hoked into 
and  found  to be baseless. One is  reminded of the  experience of a missionary 
who  last  year deemed it  his  duty  to  report  to  the chief official of his  district a 
flagrant  case of bmtality by a gendarme. In  due  time, he received a courteous 
reply  stating  that  the  gendarme  had  been  asked  about  it  and  had  denied  the 
charge, and as the  complaint had thus been  investigated and found to be 
without  foundation, no further  attention need be  paid t o  it.  Tllose of US who 
have  maintained confidence in  Count  Terauchi  as  an  enlightened  Governor 
General who has been misled by his  interested  subordinates deeply regre1 
that he was induced to affix his  signature to a statemexlt which it  is clifficdi: 
to reconcile with those sentiments that we have liked to believe that he really 
entertains. All intelligent people know that  the Japanese found gross abuses it1 
Korea,  an Augean stable of misgovernment, political corruption,  and  tlnsanitary 
conditions. They have achieved wonders  in  bettering  these conditions-inaugurat- 
ing  great administrative reforms  and beneficial enterprises of various  kinds. We 
have paid high tribute  to  this work in  addresses which many  Japanese  have  heard 
and in published writings which sonle influential Japanese have  told us that  they 
have read. They know that we are not “anti-Japanese.” But most of these  reforms, 
valuable as they are, may be found in a well-regulated penal  colony and reference 
to them does not touch the  heart of the real question which is now at issue. The 
Mission Boards may still say, in  almost  the identical langtTage of the official action 
of the  Presbyterian Board after receiving Count Terauchi’s  memorandum of Jam-  
ary 23d, 1912, that they “have fu11 confidence  in the good-will of the Government 

. in  Japan  toward the Korean people and  in  the  just  purpose of Comt Terauchi. 
But  the documents before them, embracing, in addition to the  papers  forwarded by 
the Japanese Embassy, many communications from eye witnesses, awaken concern 
which Count Terauchi’s statements  do  not allay and which many events haw 
tended to confirm; concern, namely, lest the local gendarmes  have ptlrstled a coursc 
of action which  will have the effect, not of suppressing a plot of evil men against 
the Government, but of breaking the  spirit of loyal and  innocent people ancl of 
discrediting  the very influences which have  rendered  and would continue to  render 
the best support to all Japanese efforts  to advance the  interests of the Korean 
people.” 

We wottld not emphasize the  interests of the missionaries and Boards, for 
our chief  thought is for  the  interests of Koreans and Japanese. Nevertheless, we 
cannot be indifferent to  the effect of the present policy of the Japanese police upon 
a mission work which now represents  approximately 330 foreign  missionaries, 962 
schools, a medical  college, a nurses’ training school, thirteen  hospitals, eigllteen 
dispensaries, an orphanage, a school for the blind, a leper  asylum, a printing 
press, 500 churches, a Christian conmunity of 250,000, property wort11 approxi- 
mately a million dollars, and an  annual expenditure of over $250,000., This 
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extensive  work  is being injuriously  affected by the reign of terror which IIOW 

prevails  among the Koreans. Properties become seriously lessened in value whell 
conditions are created which impair  their use for  the religious purposes for which 
they were  acquired.  Fron1 a technical viewpoint, this may be an incidental result 
for which the Japanese authorities may disclaim responsibility. The Boards do 
not, of course, challenge the  right of a Government to arrest any of its subjects 
whonn it  may believe to be guilty of conspiracy, and they recognize the  fact  that 
a Government, in dealing with  such persons, cannot take into account their relig- 
ious affiliations. The situation,  however, is none the less trying on that account, 
especially when, as in Syen Chyun, a large academy had to be closed for a time ; 
when the  private residences of America; missionaries were surrounded by police 

! 

and ransacked from  garret  to cellar, even trunks,  drawers  and provision boxes being 
opelled in the search for alleged revolutiomry documents and munitions of war; 
allcl when missionaries are openly named and reviled as  direct prornoters of a 
revolutionary plot in numerous  articles in the censored press both of Korea and 
Japan  and in  Korean “confessions” which were specifically accepted as true in 
the decision of the Court ancl were made  the ground of  a verdict of guilty against 
the Korean  prisoners. These missionaries are now pilloried before  the world, and 
while, as Dr.  Eliot has well said,  no  American believes them to be guilty, and 
while the  Japanese  authorities are not proceeding against them, is it just to leave 
them under such reproach in the eyes of the Japanese and Korean people, and in 
the eyes also of hostile critics  anywhere  who may be disposed to use that  court 
decision against them? 

Rut  not to dwell further  at present on this phase of the question, let 11s ask: 
What can be done to remedy the exceedingly unfortunate  situation which now 
exists ? The Boards frankly recognize that  there  are sonle things which they ancl 
the missionaries can do, or  rather continue to do: take special pains to cultivate 
friendly relations with Japanese officials who are willing to be on such terms with 
thcm; scrupulously respect and obey, an? teach the Korean Christians to respect 
and obey, the la\lrfully-constituted authorities ; rigidly limit their activities to 
religious and social affairs  and keep themselves and, as far  as possible, th.e Korean 
Churches wholly apart from all political matters; take any necessary complaints 
directly to  the Japanese ancl not to the consular’or diplomatic representatives of 
their respective Governments-save of course when their  treaty  rights as American 
or British citizens have been violated, and even then not unless the violation is 
very serious; restrain  any  temptation  to  the  kind of criticism which might inflame 
public sentiment in America to a point that would affect the relations of two 
nations which ought to be on terms of mutual good will; kt protest, when nec- 
essary, be handled, not by extreme men but by those who are known for modera- 
tion and  judicious consideration of facts  as distinS1ished from  rumors; recognize 
the Japanese nation as the ,absolute legal master of Korea which, on the whole, 
means well alid which shotlld be helped and not hindered in all  its legitimate poli- 
cies ancl methods ; and finally, encourage  such relations between Korean  and 

bering that  the Japanese are  trying  to amalgamate  Korea  and  Japan  and that they 
will not tolerate any foreign influence which separates religiously and educationally 
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,? 4. Japanese Christians as will tend to  unite  the two peoples in bonds of amity, remem- 
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‘Italics mine. 
’From reply of the Presbyterian Board to Count  Terauchi’s  memorandum of January 23. 


